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Social Life Cycle Assessment in built environment

A lecture by Marzia Traverso / RWTH Aachen University, on December 3, 2020 at 6:30 pm at
the Oskar von Miller Forum via livestream

Among the different assessment methods to evaluate the social pillar of sustainability, the
Social Life Cycle Assessment (S-LCA) is the most complete methodology. It has been defined
and developed to assess social positive and negative (real or potential) impacts generated by
product along their life cycle. The first guidelines has been published by UNEP/SETAC in 2009.

The methodology follows the general framework of the environmental life cycle assessment
(LCA) according to the ISO 14040 (2006) because it has been developed to be a complementary
approach of the environmental LCA able to evaluate the social impacts of a product.

Because several methodological improvements and implementation have been carried in the
last ten years, it has led to the necessity to the revision of the UNEP guidelines 2009. Today we
are at the end of the revision phase, the new guidelines will be published in December 2020 and
launched on 21 January in a webinar online.

An overview on the methodology, its improvements and initiatives generated around this
methodology will be presented and discussed in the presentation.
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